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Plural Possessive Nouns—Compound Nouns 
 
Remember that possessives are used to show ownership.  To form the possessive of a singular 
noun (or plural noun not ending in “s”), you simply add an apostrophe + “s”.  To form the 
possessive of a plural noun ending in “s,” just add an apostrophe. 
 
You also form the possessive of a compound noun, a hyphenated noun, or a multi-word noun 
(that refers to one thing) by adding an apostrophe + “s” 
 
Examples:  United States government’s seal 
                    Jack-in-the-box’s container 
 
Form the possessive of each noun listed.   
 

1. Water bottle  ______________________________ 
 

2. Elm Street Elementary  ______________________________ 
 

3. Cupcake  ______________________________ 
 

4. Runner-up  ______________________________ 
 

5. Her Majesty the Queen  ______________________________ 
 

6. Zookeeper ______________________________ 
 

7. Ring finger  ______________________________ 
 

8. Cell phone  ______________________________ 
 

9. Burger King  ______________________________ 
 

10. Jigsaw puzzle  ______________________________ 
 

11. X-ray  ______________________________ 
 

12. Jack-o-lantern  ______________________________ 
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Answers--Plural Possessive Nouns—Compound Nouns 
 
Remember that possessives are used to show ownership.  To form the possessive of a singular 
noun (or plural noun not ending in “s”), you simply add an apostrophe + “s”.  To form the 
possessive of a plural noun ending in “s,” just add an apostrophe. 
 
You also form the possessive of a compound noun, a hyphenated noun, or a multi-word noun 
(that refers to one thing) by adding an apostrophe + “s” 
 
Examples:  United States government’s seal 
                    Jack-in-the-box’s container 
 
Form the possessive of each noun listed.   
 

1. Water bottle  _____water bottle’s_________________________ 
 

2. Elm Street Elementary  __Elm Street Elementary’s____________________________ 
 

3. Cupcake  _____cupcake’s_________________________ 
 

4. Runner-up  ____runner-up’s__________________________ 
 

5. Her Majesty the Queen  ___Her Majesty the Queen’s___________________________ 
 

6. Zookeeper _____zookeeper’s_________________________ 
 

7. Ring finger  ___ring finger’s___________________________ 
 

8. Cell phone  ___cell phone’s___________________________ 
 

9. Burger King  ____Burger King’s__________________________ 
 

10. Jigsaw puzzle  ____jigsaw puzzle’s__________________________ 
 

11. X-ray  ______X-ray’s________________________ 
 

12. Jack-o-lantern  ____Jack-o-lantern’s__________________________ 
 


