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Inference 
 

When you make an inference, you draw a conclusion based on the evidence you have.  
 

Example:  Mom normally has a snack waiting when you get home from school.  Today, you 
                   walk into the house and you smell cookies baking.   
You can infer that you will be having cookies for snack. 
 
Read each passage and answer the questions that follow. 
 
My sister Beth is waiting excitedly for a phone call from her best friend Jenna.  Jenna tried out for the school play, and 
she was supposed to find out today if she got the part she wanted.  The phone rings and Beth immediately grabs it to 
say, “Hello, Jenna?”  She listens for a moment and her face falls.  She responds, “Ok, I will go get my mom.” 
 

1. Who was calling? 
 
 

 
2. How does Beth feel about Jenna trying out for the play? 

 
 

 
3. Give a detail that supports your answer for number 2. 

 
 

 
 
When I got to school this morning, all of the teachers were hurrying around to get us ready to leave.  “Did you all put 
your lunches in the cooler?” “If you brought sunscreen, please bring it to me.”  The teachers are checking their lists and 
making sure we have everything we need for today.  After getting back on the bus, I sit down in a seat next to Carrie.  
She looks at me and asks, “Do you think we will see any tigers today?  Or maybe elephants?”  I think everyone is happy 
to be at school today! 
 

4. Where are these students going? 
 
 

 
5.  Will the students be away from school all day, or will they return after only a few hours?  

 
 

 
 

6. Give a detail that supports your answer for number 4. 
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When you make an inference, you draw a conclusion based on the evidence you have.  
 

Example:  Mom normally has a snack waiting when you get home from school.  Today, you 
                   walk into the house and you smell cookies baking.   
You can infer that you will be having cookies for snack. 
 
Read each passage and answer the questions that follow. 
 
My sister Beth is waiting excitedly for a phone call from her best friend Jenna.  Jenna tried out for the school play, and 
she was supposed to find out today if she got the part she wanted.  The phone rings and Beth immediately grabs it to 
say, “Hello, Jenna?”  She listens for a moment and her face falls.  She responds, “Ok, I will go get my mom.” 
 

1. Who was calling? 
 
Someone for mom—definitely not Jenna. 

 
2. How does Beth feel about Jenna trying out for the play? 

 
She is excited. 

 
3. Give a detail that supports your answer for number 2. 

 
My sister Beth is waiting excitedly for a phone call from her best friend Jenna. 

 
 
When I got to school this morning, all of the teachers were hurrying around to get us ready to leave.  “Did you all put 
your lunches in the cooler?” “If you brought sunscreen, please bring it to me.”  The teachers are checking their lists and 
making sure we have everything we need for today.  After getting back on the bus, I sit down in a seat next to Carrie.  
She looks at me and asks, “Do you think we will see any tigers today?  Or maybe elephants?”  I think everyone is happy 
to be at school today! 
 

4. Where are these students going? 
 
On a field trip to the zoo. 

 
5.  Will the students be away from school all day, or will they return after only a few hours?  

 
They will be gone all day—more than a few hours. 

 
 

6. Give a detail that supports your answer for number 4. 
 

Did you all put your lunches in the cooler? They aren’t coming back until after lunch. 

 
 


