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Compound Sentences 

 

Remember that a sentence has a subject and verb and expresses a complete thought.  A simple 

sentence has one subject-verb combination.  A compound sentence is made of two simple 

sentences.  These are joined with a conjunction or a semicolon.   

Write one compound sentence using the simple sentences below. 

 

1. The phone was ringing.  No one answered it. 

 

 

 

2. James’ birthday is today.  I got him a new soccer ball. 

 

 

 

3. It is picture day.  I am trying not to get dirty. 

 

 

 

4. I am very hungry.  Dinner is almost finished. 

 

 

 

Read each sentence and determine the structure.  Write “simple” for simple sentences; write 

“compound” for compound sentences. 

 

5. I walked through the grass, and I stepped in ants.  __________ 

 

6. Can we go to the store and buy cookies for dessert?  __________ 

 

7. Jessica and her sister Ann take ice skating lessons.  __________ 

 

8. Today for lunch, we are having spaghetti or chicken sandwich.  __________ 

 

9. Can you help me with number fifteen on the homework?  __________ 

 

10. I had fun at recess; now I am hot and tired.  __________ 
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Answers Compound Sentences 

 

Remember that a sentence has a subject and verb and expresses a complete thought.  A simple 

sentence has one subject-verb combination.  A compound sentence is made of two simple 

sentences.  These are joined with a conjunction or a semicolon.   

Write one compound sentence using the simple sentences below. 

 

1. The phone was ringing.  No one answered it. 

The phone was ringing, but no one answered it.   

 

 

2. James’ birthday is today.  I got him a new soccer ball. 

James’ birthday is today, so I got him a new soccer ball. 

 

 

3. It is picture day.  I am trying not to get dirty. 

It is picture day, and I am trying not to get dirty. 

 

 

4. I am very hungry.  Dinner is almost finished. 

I am very hungry, and dinner is almost finished. 

 

 

Read each sentence and determine the structure.  Write “simple” for simple sentences; write 

“compound” for compound sentences. 

 

5. I walked through the grass, and I stepped in ants.  __Compound________ 

 

6. Can we go to the store and buy cookies for dessert?  _Simple________ 

 

7. Jessica and her sister Ann take ice skating lessons.  _Simple_________ 

 

8. Today for lunch, we are having spaghetti or chicken sandwich.  __Simple___ 

 

9. Can you help me with number fifteen on the homework?  __Simple________ 

 

10. I had fun at recess; now I am hot and tired.  _Compound_________ 


