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Sentence Structure Review 

 

You have learned about three sentence structures.  Simple sentences are one independent 

clause—expresses a complete thought and has a subject and a verb.  Compound sentences are 

two independent clauses joined together with a conjunction or a semicolon.  Complex sentences 

contain one independent clause and a dependent clause (has a subject and a verb, but does not 

express a complete thought).   

 

Here are some examples of each type: 

 

 Simple:  Cara and Joe are cousins.      Mary will wake up early and go fishing tomorrow. 

 Compound:  Cara and Joe are cousins, but they live in different states.   

                      Marvin was late to practice, so Coach Lance made him run.  

 Complex:  Before we can go outside, everyone has to finish the quiz.  

                   Can I have your dessert since you are not going to eat it? 

 

 

Read each sentence and determine the structure.  If it is simple, write S.  If it is compound, 

write CD.  If it is complex, write CX. 

 

1. I cannot go outside to play until I finish my homework.  _______ 

2. The dog is barking a lot, so I will take him a bone.  _______ 

3. Do you know how to make a cake from scratch?  _______ 

4. All of these boxes are empty, but mom is saving them anyway.  _______ 

5. Because we were not good for the substitute, we cannot go outside today.  _______ 

6. Elizabeth and Willa are my best friends at school.  _______ 

7. The book order is due today, but I forgot to bring my money.  _______ 

8. Mom gave me $2.00 because I helped her with chores around the house.  _______ 

 

Read the sentences and combine them to make a compound sentence. 

9. I woke up late this morning.  I am going to be late for school. 

 

 

 

 

Read the sentences and combine them to make a complex sentence.   

10.  I cannot go with you to the amusement park.  I have to visit my grandmother. 
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Answers Sentence Structure Review 

 

You have learned about three sentence structures.  Simple sentences are one independent 

clause—expresses a complete thought and has a subject and a verb.  Compound sentences are 

two independent clauses joined together with a conjunction or a semicolon.  Complex sentences 

contain one independent clause and a dependent clause (has a subject and a verb, but does not 

express a complete thought).   

 

Here are some examples of each type: 

 

 Simple:  Cara and Joe are cousins.      Mary will wake up early and go fishing tomorrow. 

 Compound:  Cara and Joe are cousins, but they live in different states.   

                      Marvin was late to practice, so Coach Lance made him run.  

 Complex:  Before we can go outside, everyone has to finish the quiz.  

                   Can I have your dessert since you are not going to eat it? 

 

 

Read each sentence and determine the structure.  If it is simple, write S.  If it is compound, 

write CD.  If it is complex, write CX. 

 

1. I cannot go outside to play until I finish my homework.  ___CX____ 

2. The dog is barking a lot, so I will take him a bone.  __CD_____ 

3. Do you know how to make a cake from scratch?  __S_____ 

4. All of these boxes are empty, but mom is saving them anyway.  __CD_____ 

5. Because we were not good for the substitute, we cannot go outside today.  __CX_____ 

6. Elizabeth and Willa are my best friends at school.  __S_____ 

7. The book order is due today, but I forgot to bring my money.  __CD_____ 

8. Mom gave me $2.00 because I helped her with chores around the house.  __CX_____ 

 

Read the sentences and combine them to make a compound sentence. 

9. I woke up late this morning.  I am going to be late for school. 

I woke up late this morning, so I am going to be late for school. 

 

 

 

Read the sentences and combine them to make a complex sentence.   

10.  I cannot go with you to the amusement park.  I have to visit my grandmother. 

I cannot go with you to the amusement park because I have to visit my grandmother. 

 

 


