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Predicates 

 

Every sentence has a subject and a predicate.  The predicate tells us what the subject is 

doing, and it always includes a verb.  The verb is the simple predicate, and all of the 

other words that give us more information about what the subject is doing are the 

complete predicate. 

 

 Example:  Josh ate pizza.   

 The simple predicate is “ate,” because it is a verb and tells us what Josh is doing.  

The complete predicate is “ate pizza.” 

 

Underline the complete predicate in each sentence.  Write the simple predicate on the 

line provided.   

 

1.  Caroline ran a race.  ____________________ 

 

2. Joseph cut his finger.  ____________________ 

 

3. Mrs. Taylor gave us homework for tonight.  ____________________ 

 

4. I read the book in one day!  ____________________ 

 

5. My mom went grocery shopping.  ____________________ 

 

6. Dad painted our new fence brown.  ____________________ 

 

7. The snow fell all night long.  ____________________ 

 

8. The cat scared Lisa and Mark.  ____________________ 

 

9. The zoo closes early on Sundays.  ____________________ 

 

10. The plate broke into five pieces.  ____________________ 
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Answers Predicates 

 

Every sentence has a subject and a predicate.  The predicate tells us what the subject is 

doing, and it always includes a verb.  The verb is the simple predicate, and all of the 

other words that give us more information about what the subject is doing are the 

complete predicate. 

 

 Example:  Josh ate pizza.   

 The simple predicate is “ate,” because it is a verb and tells us what Josh is doing.  

The complete predicate is “ate pizza.” 

 

Underline the complete predicate in each sentence.  Write the simple predicate on the 

line provided.   

 

1.  Caroline ran a race.  ______ran______________ 

 

2. Joseph cut his finger.  _____cut_______________ 

 

3. Mrs. Taylor gave us homework for tonight.  _______gave_____________ 

 

4. I read the book in one day!  _____read_______________ 

 

5. My mom went grocery shopping.  _______went_____________ 

 

6. Dad painted our new fence brown.  ____painted________________ 

 

7. The snow fell all night long.  _______fell_____________ 

 

8. The cat scared Lisa and Mark.  _____scared_______________ 

 

9. The zoo closes early on Sundays.  ______closes______________ 

 

10. The plate broke into five pieces.  _____broke_______________ 


